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From December 1948 vhen the Communists took over ientsin ywrtil mid-1949, pro- 
ductive enterprises in /ientsin were at a standstill. Uowever, after the fall 
of Shanc-hai in “ay 1949 and the collapse of the tationalist olockade, export 
trede was resumed and a wider domestic market secured. The government stimu- 
lated recovery through business loans and orders to private industries. The 
cotton industry was the first to recover and was followed by the rusber goods, 
¢obaccs, and wachinory industries. The recovery of industry was nalted before 
completion by the government's introduction of austerity neasures, high taxes, 
and the compulsory purchase of victory bonds oy business enterprises, ‘any 
factories closed ard many dusiress enterprises failed pecause of the required 
purcnases of victory bonds, vhich were non-negotiable. By 1950 the centsal — 
pfovernnent was conside-ing ‘a tax reduction plan and the government back had al- 
ready started to relex its reguiations on loans > private industries, 


In mid=1950 there were 10,570 factories in Tientsin, 63 of which were -“overnment~ 
owned. ‘the fzetorles employed 97,900 workers, 10,500 of whom were euployed in 
the fovernment factories. The so-called fictories are really workshoos, as only 
3,100 have machinery, and only 98 employ more than 100 workers. 


The Intustries Department of the Military Control Commission operated tiiree power 
stations and 39 industrial entersrises, These were organized into 19 units, 
comprising such industries as steel and machinery, cotton, chemicals, paper and 
pulp, glass, edible oil, flour, match, tobacco, and ceramics. The municipal 
governnent operated the walerworks, buses and streetcars, and through the Tientsin 
‘unicipal Fnterprises Company, such industries as ruo er goods, knitting and 
weaving, nails, ice, printing ink, foods, chemicals, and woolen textiles, 


In mide1950 all cotton mills sere in full operation, using raw native cotton from 
which only coarse textiles can be produced. ‘there were seven government-owned 
cotton mills in operation: tle lia “sin Textile works, an} six mills operated by 
the China Textile Corporation. “here wore tnree large privately-owned cotton mills: 
‘leng Yang, Pei Tang, and Tah Sung. These ten mills nad 390,000 spindles -- about 
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one-tairc. of the total in China <= and 3,160 looms. 4t the 1950 rate of vro~ 
duction the oubput for the year was estinatei as 236,970 oles of cotton yarn 
and over 5,000,000 dolts of cotton niece soads. 


The dyein: and finishins intustry was processing . 36,000 oolts of cotton tex 
tiles per month. forty-eight plants were operating with a labor force of 2,200. 
Over 95 percent of the dyestulis used was imported, snd efforts were being made 
to increase the use of native dyestuffs. 


fhe maten industry was producin’ 8,000 cuses of matches ver month, 5,000 of 

which were produced by government-owned Chun: Hwa “ateh Factory. The private 
factories Jan "wa and Pei Yan, were the only lare-scale producers ai matches, 
The consumption of matches, especinlly by the rural population, had been greatly 
reduced vecause of tie floods in 1949, and there was a consequent over-production. 
In the manufacture of matches, raw materials from Uanchuria in lieu of imported 
materials vere oeins used. Some Sovietemanufactured matches appeared on the 
market in :id-1950, 


the monthly oroduction of tovacco was 7,000 cases. There were 33 tovacco factor= 
ies, including one owned by the ~overnient and one sme oy the British. A total 
of f,,00c workers were enployed in the factories, ‘The best equinped itactories 
were the governnent~ownel Tunz Ya ‘fovacco Compnany and vhe 3ritish-owned Yee 
Tsoong Tooacco Company. Native tobaccos from Shantune and Yonan vrovinees were 
being used extensively, and old brands no lonzer had Uheir former flavor and 
strength, Cisarette papers ani wranvvin’: materials which were forrerly imported 
were being replaced by native products, mostly rrom Shanghai, ‘the Soviet-made 
cigarettes on sale were not popular. 


fhere were over 80 electrical appliance factories, but most operated on a small 
scale. Phe larvest was the government-owned Central Llectrical Appliances Com- 
pany, with two factories, the First Factory and the Second Factory. ‘the First 
Factory produced motors of medium power, transformers, light oulbs, high voltare 
batteries, and telesraphic receivers and transmitters, The Second Factory manu- 
factured only radio sets and parts, This factory formerly assembled ‘merican= 
made Vhilco radio parts into lovally-made cases, producin: the so-called Philco 
radios "made in China", Such sets were still being produced on a large scale and 
were on sale to the public on installment terms of corn flour equivalent to about 
Ye S. 30, Users wore said to find the radios satisfactory. ‘he only large pri- 
vate factory was the Chung Tien “lectrical “works, which specialized in the manu- 
facture of telephones and telephone exchange sets, 


Aithough many different rubber articles were bein produced, only russer footwear, 
bicycle inner tubes and tires were bein;; produced on a large scale. The monthly 
output of ruober footwear was 312,500 pairs, bicycle inner tubes 73,000 and 
bicycle tires 56,600, .uere were 92 factories in operation, includin: two 
“overnnent-owned, which employed 3,700 workers. 


The montnrly output of woolen textiles was 25,153 yards, woolen yarn 44,000 pounds, 
woolen olankets 1,200 and carvet yarn 32,000 rounds. Production was about 50 
percent below installed capacity becaise of a lack of raw wool from tustralia. 
Native ool from Sulyuan ana ronan was veins used, out quantities available were 
insufficent and the quality wis nol suitable. Three of the seven woolen mills in 
Tientsin were in operation: one ‘svernment-owned and two privately-owned, the Jen 
Lio and ‘vung Yah. 
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Power in Tientsin was being supplied by the French Power Compuny and by the 
rovernment-owned Tiorth China Electric Company -< reorganized from the Nation= 
alist Chi Pei Power Company. The French Power Company was supplying electri- 
city at the rate of 2,000 kilowatts, althoush it had a capacity of 9,250 kilo~ 
watts. The orth China “lectric Company was supplying electricity at the rate 
of 40,000 kilowatts, The company had four fencrating stations which, if in 
good condition, could supply 57,400 kilowatts. About 3,000 kilowatts of the 
electricity being gencrated was furnishei to relping, where one power plant 
was under repair. The city of fientsin required ayout 20,000 kilowatts more 
electricity than was being supplied. , 


About ';00,000 people were usin” puolic trivel facilities daily. There were - 
about 190 streetcars in 90d condition, and 130 cars operating daily. There 

were aoout 50 buses in operation. Sovietemanufactured buses with diesel en:tines 
and a seating capacity for 60 .ere operating on the main route in the city. Since 
the introduction of the "responsioility system", under whi:ch the sane personnel 
were assigned to a certain streetcar or dus for piven veriods of time and were 
responsible for maintenance, streetcars and Suses were cleaner. 


the Telecommunications Bureau was handling an averaje of about 200,000 telegrams 
and was operating more Lhan 20,000 local telephone lines in addition to long 
distance lines to all the larre cities in China. The vost office was handling 
over 50,000 letters and over 50,000 parcels daily. It was operating 15 brench 
offices and adout 50 post boxes throughout the city. 


The Chi An Saterworks was supclying over 12,000,000 gallons of water and the 
Tientsin “funicipal Vaterworks was supplying aoout 2,000,000 eallons of water 
daily. Avout 80 vercent of the local demand was being met. Running water was 
limited to the former foreign concession areas, and only water shous and native 
wells were available to persons living outside the concession areas of the city. 
An attempt was bein; made to extend the running water system beyond the concession 
areas, 
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